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Democratic Architecture: Practical Solutions to Today’s Housing Crisis, by Donald McDonald, 1996

READINGS



Starkville Strong
Housing Resource Center

READINGS

Architect, https://www.architectmagazine.com/project-
gallery/trebek-center-bridge-housing_o, 21 December, 2021

The Guardian, https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/
jun/26/us-homeless-shelters-redesign, 26 June 2023



Starkville Strong
Housing Resource Center

READINGS

Architect, https://www.architectmagazine.com/design/small-
houses-big-impact_o, 07 April, 2021

Architect, https://www.architectmagazine.com/project-
gallery/restore-oakland_o#Restore%20Oakland%20
Designing%20Justice%20+%20Designing%20Spaces, 30 
November 2020



Housing Hustle
Exercises about Housing Insecurity



Hospitality Hub
Examples of Housing Resource Center



Teamwork
Student Collaborative Teams



The Program
Housing Resource Center

ARC 3536 ARCH DESIGN IIIA_FALL 2023  
 
 
ASSIGNMENT 2: Housing Resource Center  
 

 
Eva’s Phoenix – Toronto, Ontario Bridge Homeless Shelter – Dallas, TX 
LGA Architectural Partners  Overland Partners Architects & Camargo Copeland Architects
  
Assigned: Monday, August 21, 2023 
Due: Friday, September 1st at the beginning of class 
 
Learning Outcomes:   

At the completion of this assignment, a student will be able to:  

• Conceptualize design as spatial organizations responding to scale and multiple units 
• Design with introductory environmental building systems 
• Design with an introductory response to egress and accessibility codes 
• Be proficient in Adobe Cloud and Rhino 
 
Assignment:  
 
The second exercise of the semester is a collaborative design for a housing resource center in Starkville. 
We will be working with Starkville Strong to assess their needs, visit the proposed site for the project, 
and to better understand what they would like the project to achieve. Students will be organized into 
teams to work as a group on a proposal for the housing resource center and site design. 
 
The project has four main components: (1) an office for the Starkville Strong staff, (2) a food pantry, (3) 
an overnight shelter for their clients who are experiencing housing insecurity, and (4) a site design to 
have outdoor space for the clients of Starkville Strong and limited parking for the staff. The office must 

ARC 3536 ARCH DESIGN IIIA_FALL 2023  
 
 
include a meeting room which will be used for various events like classes that help Starkville residents 
facing housing insecurity apply for housing, learning how to create a resume, and apply for jobs. The 
project is meant to be open and inviting while still secure and safe. Visual security, dignity, comfort, and 
community are paramount to the design. 
 
Each studio section will be split into four groups and each group will collaboratively design the Housing 
Resource Center and the required site additions. There will be twelve total options for the Housing 
Resource Center. 
 
Program – Housing Resource Center (total of 6,200 SF): 

• Reception Area – 200 SF 
• Offices – 2 at 150 SF each 
• Breakroom for staff – 200 SF 
• Meeting room for 15 people – 300 SF 

• Office Restroom – 100 SF 
• Food pantry with reception desk and food 

storage (non-perishable and perishable) – 
1,000 SF

• Overnight sleeping accommodations – 4,100 SF to include the following 
o Shared handicapped accessible bathing facilities and restrooms for all clients – SF based on 

number of code requirements for plumbing fixtures and spacing needed for accessibility 
o Shared laundry facilities for all clients – 200 SF 
o Shared cooking facilities for all clients – 200 SF 
o Individual spaces with individual access for a variety of clients from single people to families 

with children 
! Must include beds for each person and lockable storage 
! Both family-oriented and single-occupancy rooms should be provided 
! ADA accessibility must be provided 
! All rooms should be flexible enough to allow for a variety of occupancies 

Deliverables 
 
• Site plan 
• Floor plan 
• Furniture plan 
• Exterior elevations 
• Interior elevations 
• Longitudinal building section 

• Transverse building section 
• Exterior renderings of key views to 

reinforce ideas of dignity, comfort, security, 
and community 

• Interior renderings of all important spaces 

 
Readings:  

Various links to readings and project examples on Canvas. Come to class on Wednesday, August 23rd 
prepared to discuss the readings. 

 



Presentations
to Starkville Strong



Continued
Collaboration



Precedents
AIA Housing Award Winning Projects

Nesika Illahee, Portland, OR/Carleton Hart Architecture

The Six Disabled Veterans Housing, 
Los Angeles, CA/ Brooks + Scarpa

Blue Oak Landing, Vallejo, CA/ David 
Baker Architects

Sister Lillian Murphy, San Francisco, 
CA/Paulette Taggart Architects

Gramercy Senior Housing, Los 
Angeles, CA/Kevin Daly Architects



Site Analysis
Memphis, TN Location - Social

ANALYSIS AND DIAGRAMMING | Social
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In just over 
two years, 
Memphians’ rent 
rose by roughly 
30%. Average 
rent is estimated 
to be around 
$1075 for a 909 
sq. ft apartment, 
so this increase 
would raise it to 
$1398.

Households who can’t 
keep up with rapid rent 
increases are then met 
with eviction orders.
Memphis has been 
deemed the eviction 
capital of the U.S., with 
an average of 31,633 
eviction filings reported 
within a four-year 
period. 

Memphis ranks 17th in the country with the highest 
ratio of vacant homes to people experiencing 
homelessness, with 48.36 vacant homes per 
unhoused person. If made occupiable, the 
unoccupied housing units in the city could cover the 
deficit, but there are many factors preventing this as 
a solution.

There are often large racial/
ethnic and gender disparities in 
eviction risk. The demographic 
characteristics of those filed 
against for eviction over the 
last year are shown at right:

Existing Housing Units in Memphis vs. Affordable Unit Deficit

Legend
Memphis Area
Atlanta Area
Louisville Area
Nashville Area  

Legend
Average Total Filings
Actual Filings 

Rent Increase Percentage in Southern U.S. Cities

251,586 Occupied Housing Units

36,000 (approx.) Affordable Housing Units Needed

38,461 Unoccupied Housing Units

Legend
Share of Eviction Filings
Share of Renters 

Monthly Eviction Filings

Eviction Filings by Defendant Race/Ethnicity and Gender

Black Latinx

White Female

68%

67%

4%

5%

24%

24%

63%

55%

Elizabeth Jue 
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Geography of Eviction
Scale: 1.5” = 5 miles   

% of Rentals with Eviction Filings

0% 47+%

= Top 100 eviction filers in Shelby County.

= 48 Filings
= 563 Filings

Raleigh

Gentrification + Displacement

Displacement Typologies: 
Low Income/Susceptible to Displacement 
Ongoing Displacement 
At Risk of Gentrification 
Early/Ongoing Gentrification
Advanced Gentrification
Stable Moderate/Mixed Income 
At Risk of Becoming Exclusive
Becoming Exclusive
Stable/Advanced Exclusive
Unavailable or Unreliable Data
Site

0 mi. 2.5 mi. 5 mi. 10 mi.

As seen in both maps, there is a strong 
correlation between the census tracts 
considered ‘susceptible to displacement’ 
or ‘ongoing displacement’ and the high 
concentraton of eviction filings.

The #1 hotspot was the Residences at 
Lakeview on South Mendenhall within the 
Oakhaven and Park Village neighborhood, 
with 563 filings.

Elizabeth Jue 
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1 in 5 people experiencing homelessness have a 
serious mental illness. The specific disorders the 
homeless population most often experiences are 
shown at right.

As these mental disorders often go untreated, it 
can easily lead individuals to unhealthy coping 
mechanisms such as substance abuse.

Causes and Risk Factors of Substance Abuse 
Among the Homless:

-Self-Medication
-Lack of Social Support
-Co-occurring Physical Health Conditions
-Easy Access to Substances
-Untreated Mental Illness

Individuals experiencing housing insecurity and or/
chronic homelessness are far more likely to have 
physical or mental illness and therefore lower life 
expectancies.

The y-axis 
represents the 
percentage 
of individuals 
self-reporting 
conditions, so 
some are likely 
lower than in 
actuality.

Conditions 
such as 
diabetes, 
heart disease, 
and HIV/AIDS 
are found at 
high rates 
among the 
homeless 
population, 
sometimes 3 
to six times 
higher than 
that of the 

Homelessness, Mental Health DIsorders, and Substance Abuse

Homeless vs. Sheltered Life Expectancy  
Individuals Eperiencing Homelessness  
Average American 

Legend
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Unsheltered

Legend
White Patients
Black Patients 
Hispanic Patients

Housing Instability and Its Relation to Homeless Mortality Sheltered vs. Unsheltered Self-Reported Health Conditions

Clinical Profile of Discharges for Homeless at Hospital-Affiliated 
Emergency Departments

50 Years Old
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Underlying Causes of Death Among the Homeless 
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Elizabeth Jue 
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The data that falls under the category “Other” in 
the U.S. census encompasses anyone who marked 
the box or provided their own fill in answer that does 
not fall under any of the 5 racial options listed on 
the Census. For the sake of clarity, the category 
of “Other” in this circle diagram also includes the 
Native American population of Memphis. 
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Client & Concept
Empathy Exercises

Protagonist Stories

1.	 Write a Mini-Saga – No more than 50 words 
are allowed.

2.	 Whip Out the Tape Recorder – No tape 
recorder is needed here, but you will be 
interviewing a classmate and creating another 
story from the information you learn. Students 
will be randomly paired with another student 
in the studio.

3.	 Riff on Opening Lines – Take the opening line 
you chose in class and write a story evolving 
from this opening line. Students will create an 
opening line and then they will be randomly 
exchanged with another student in the studio.

4.	Play Photo Finish – Find an image from a 
magazine, newspaper, your own photos, 
online and craft a story based on what is 
going on in this photo. Include the image in 
the exercise.

5.	 Ask Yourself: “Who Are These People?” – 
Students are to go to the Drill Field and 
people watch for at least one hour and 
observe two people for the resulting story. Do 
not make contact with the people being used 
for the story, but instead see what you can 
figure out by observation.



Client & Concept
Empathy Exercises

CONCEPT ONE: THE OVERLAP
Homelessness can affect a large demographic of individuals. Each story contains different 
circumstances and difficulties, and each person may be on different steps in their journey to 
regain the status they once knew. The Overlap highlights the parts and pieces that overlap 
among these stories/schedules/interests/goals and aims to focus on these small moments to 
strengthen the connections between people and build a strong community. 

CONCEPT TWO: COMFORT IN NATURE
What defines a safe space? There is dichotomy between how the homeless may view the out-
doors and how the housed view the outdoors. While shelter may be a safe and secluded area, 
the outdoors may provide a more general space to breathe and relax. For someone sleeping on 
the streets, nature may be more intimidating or unfamiliar, or nature can be--in a sense--their 
bedroom or where they sleep. 

CONCEPT THREE: NAVIGATION
There are no guides to how to navigate life. There are only vague and confusing boundaries 
that are arbitrarily made through assumptions. Our travels start to bleed into each other as 
we learn and grow from one another to reach the final destination. 

CONCEPT FOUR: PROTECTION
There is no question that children understand and see the difficulties in which they live, yet 
their parents go to great lengths to shield them in any way possible. 

CONCEPT FOUR: STRONG HOLD
“-a place of security or survival.” 

Individuals have layers of trauma built up from past experiences. These layers create walls 
in order to protect themselves, and it is a challenge to regain a sense of trust in the outside 
world. What is nature to a homeless person? A safe heaven? Or a labyrinth full of danger? 
Where will they sleep next? Will they survive the night? Is it truly there’s or is there overlap? 

CONCEPT FOUR: LIGHT HOUSE 
-“lighthouses represent navigation through life’s challenges and difficult times. They provide a 
sense of direction, safety, and hope. Lighthouses also symbolize the importance of staying on 
course, making informed decisions, and finding our way during darkness or uncertainty.” 

Parents want to play the pillar of light in their children’s lives. There is a depth of knowledge 
that comes from having to grow up too fast, and it can be beneficial to help young minds navi-
gate the world around them. Light house values transparency and protection. 

Jo Aguilar

FINAL CONCEPT: LIGHT HOUSE 
“Lighthouses are not just stone, brick, metal, and glass. There’s a human story at every light-
house; that’s the story I want to tell.”
- Elinor DeWire
“A lighthouse doesn’t save the ships; it doesn’t go out and rescue them, it’s just this pillar that 
helps to guide people home.” -Lea Michele
“I can think of no other edifice constructed by man as altruistic as a lighthouse. They were 
built only to serve.” -George Bernard Shaw
Parents want to play the pillar of light in their children’s lives. There is a depth of knowledge 
that comes from having to grow up too fast, and it can be beneficial to help young minds 
navigate the world around them. Light house values transparency and protection much like 
parents. 

Play Photo Finish
“Maybe one more day won’t hurt. He thought to himself as he peddled 
back to the complex.”



Client & Concept
Empathy Exercises

Jo Aguilar



Client & Concept
Empathy Exercises

The concept uses the 
theoretical threads connecting 
beings to one another and 
to the cyclical nature of the 
universe as a metaphor upon 
which to construct a building 
that responds to the differing 
perspectives and filters that its 
users view the world through.

UNIFYING THREADSCYCLICAL THREADS
The threads of the universe, 
space, time, humanity, etc. 
form cycles of growth and 
decay, activity and rest. Those 
cycles should be embraced. 
The concept emphasizes 
visible connections and 
continuity between spaces as 
well as continuous linear and 
curvilinear elements.

What do you see? Perceptions 
of the world are extremely 
individual, and everyone’s 
experiences result in different 
approaches to viewing life 
and space. The imagery here 
could be comforting to some 
and frightening to others--how 
do we strike a balance that is 
intriguing but comfortable for 
users?

PERCEPTION SHIFT

NEXUS
The paths people take 
through life may seem dis-
parate, but we are all con-
nected at the root. Noth-
ing comes from nothing, 
and even a dot that seems 
alone is joined to another 
somewhere along the way.

SHADE
The fall of light and 
shadow as a metaphor 
for the phases of life and 
as a literal architectural 
element creating depth 
and interest. How do areas 
of lightness and darkness 
emotionalize a space?

FILTER
What do we allow into our 
lives, and what do we keep 
out? What do we allow into 
our buildings, and what do 
we keep out? The layers 
of a filter can be used 
both literally, as in light, 
or metaphorically, as in 
spatial layers.

Jay Snodgrass

ASHEN
Forest fires, while 
devastating, are a source 
of new life. Fertile soils 
come from ashes. Growth 
and abudance can arise 
where burned trees stand. 
How does architecture 
reflect both decay and 
rebirth?

Mini Saga
“I was like them, once. A place like this would have made all the 
difference to the person I used to be, some thirty years ago. I cannot 
give a home to the boy I was, so I give it instead to the reflections of 
him I see around me.”



Client & Concept
Empathy Exercises

Jay Snodgrass

ThePHILANTHROPIST ThePASSER-BYTheYOUNG ADULT TheWORKING DAD TheAGING PARENT

Prioritizes:

Enjoys:
Finding a good deal
Antique cars

Fears:
Not making a difference in the world

Building Interaction Level:

Prioritizes:

Enjoys:
Drag Trivia Night 
Learning about psychology

Fears:
Being without close relationships

Building Interaction Level:

Prioritizes:

Enjoys:
Reading sci-fi novels
A good cup of tea or coffee

Fears:
The world becoming monotonous

Building Interaction Level:

Prioritizes:

Enjoys:
Cooking for his wife and son
Pothos plants

Fears:
Losing his temper with his son

Building Interaction Level:

Prioritizes:

Enjoys:
Playing a game of cards
Trout fishing trips

Fears:
Dying without any relatives around

Building Interaction Level:

ZZ
Z

Day in the Life Day in the Life Day in the Life Day in the Life Day in the Life

$



Client & Concept
Empathy Exercises

Peter Fox

THE ATTORNEY | SINGLE OWNER

PROFILE
A young man losing the idealism of his youth. 
A slow realization of his mere incapability to 
solve problems larger than himself is setting in, 
contributing to his chronic alcoholism and coffee 
addiction. How do you solve problems the world 

does not want you to solve?

NEEDS
AFFORDABILITY

PARKING
AMENITIES (GYM/POOL/BAR)

WORK SPACE
PROXIMITY TO LIKE DEMOGRAPHIC

INDIVIDUALITY IN THE URBAN FABRIC

THE YOUNG MOTHER | RENTER

PROFILE
A young woman caught in a struggle with an 
addictive past. Unable to locate employment 
herself, her husband is forced to work longer 
hours. Her only hope for the future rests in the 
hands of her two young children. How do you 

persevere under a lack of tolerance?

NEEDS
AFFORDABILITY

DISCRETION
SAFETY

PROXIMITY TO SCHOOLS
COMMUNITY

THE JANITOR | STAFF

PROFILE
A middle-aged man reaching a point of crisis in 
his life. He cleans up the waste left to him by 
the collective’s frays. He is needed by all, but 
seeming loved by none. It is right to question if 
society would be anything without him. How do 

you preserve a society which is against you?

NEEDS
CONVENIENCE

PARKING
AMENITIES (GYM/BAR/PARK)

COMPETITIVE PAY
SAFETY

THE CHILDREN | DEPENDENTS

PROFILE
A blank slate. The unaltered mind of the child 
is imaginative and pre-occupied, not so with the 
concerns of this world, but with that of so many 
others. Maybe we should listen to what they 
have to say instead of constraining their beliefs. 

Does individual imagination still matter?

NEEDS
RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHER RESIDENTS

EDUCATION
PROXIMITY TO COMMUNITY SPACES

OUTDOOR ACCESS
DEPENDABLE RESIDENCE

THE CAREGIVER 

PROFILE
 A mother figure. She is engaged in the 
relationship with those individuals who have 
been cast out of the institution of this society. 
Why would they want to rejoin what has never 
loved them? How could they care for her? How 

do you unconditionally care?

NEEDS
LOCATION

PUBLIC TRANSIT
PLACE TO DECOMPRESS

WORK SPACE
COMPETITIVE PAY

PESSIMISM OPTIMISM

Caught in the midst of the contemporary divisive urban fabric 
the individual suffers from the intense mono-cultural efforts 
of a society at large. Society must ask itself: How does the 

individual remain separate from the collective?

Ask Yourself: “Who Are These People?”
“It was far and few in-between they came here. They both knew what they wanted, but didn’t know how exactly to say it. 
Friends. That’s what he told himself. We are just friends. Her pace quickened she wasn’t trying to get away from him, she just 
wanted to match his speed. She could feel he was in pain. What else could she have done here though. “Stop.” She said. There 
was a moment of pause. She looked deep into his eyes and he into hers. She hugged him. He froze. Few people ever seemed 
to care this much. He pushed back and walked away. A tear ran down her cheek. What more could she had done? The rain kept 
falling.”



The Projects
Mixed-Use, Multi-Family Housing (2022)

EXTERIOR RENDER FROM CORNER 

EXTERIOR NIGHTTIME RENDER 

SCENIC ALLEY EVENING RENDER

FACADE DAY RENDER

RETAIL (COFFEE BAR) RENDER

B.B. King Blvd View

Brad Robinson

Michael Herndon

Matt Wong

Exterior Daytime Rendering - Corner of BB King and Jefferson

Exterior Night Rendering - Arial View

Exterior Daytime Rendering - View from Jefferson

Exterior Night Rendering - Corner of BB King and Jefferson

Arc 3536    Mid-Rise Residential Design
Fall 2022

Mason Blair
Mississippi State University

Mason Blair
EXTERIOR NIGHTTIME RENDERING

ARC 3536 ARCH Design IIIA (FALL 2022)    |    Assignment 7.0: DESIGN DEVELOPMENT    |    Camille Mask

Camille Mask



The Projects
Mixed-Use, Multi-Family Housing (2023)
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STRUCTURE
Concrete Footings: 
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Columns: W8x31
Beams: W20x40
Girders: W30x235
Open Web Joist: 12"

FIRST FLOOR PLAN
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Issac Hall
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 3/32" = 1'-0"
TRANSVERSE SECTION
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LONGITUDINAL SECTION

Emily Hammons

HENRY AVENUEHENRY AVENUE
EXTERIOR RENDERINGEXTERIOR RENDERING

Lauren OdomMackenzie Gibbs



The Projects
Mixed-Use, Multi-Family Housing (2024)
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Conclusions
Lessons Learned

Empathy Exercises

1.	 Students struggle to decenter themselves and 
their experiences when doing the Protagonist 
Stories.

2.	 The exercises with their classmates often lead 
to overcoming social barriers and result in 
new friendships.

3.	 Students do not always understand the 
importance of the first project, the Housing 
Resource Center, with Starkville Strong.

4.	Students are more engaged when the 
select their hypothetical client based on 
the precedent research. However, they still 
seem to design based on their own personal 
experience rather than that of the hypthetical 
client and “protagonist.”



Conclusions
Lessons Learned

Housing Design

1.	 Students struggle to decenter themselves 
and their experiences when designing urban 
housing for low-income clients. They tend to 
design suburban spaces that we must work 
with them to understand why they are not 
appropriate for the housing projects.

2.	 While students appreciate the importance of 
the project it is hard for them to balance “cool 
design” and feasible project ideas for a low-
income housing project.
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